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quarrelling about this, Kabir himself appeared and told
them to look under the cloth which was supposed to be
covering his dead body. They did so, and found only
a heap of flowers. Part the Raja of Benares took and
burnt; part the Mussulmans buried.

As Kabir was a disciple of Ramanand, this sect is
regarded as belonging to the Vaishnavas, though the
members need not worship the Hindu deities; and
where they do so it is more out of compliance to the
wishes of others than from any good they expect from
it for themselves. One of their leader's maxims was,
"Associate and mix with all, and take the names of all;
say to every one, ' Yes, sir ; yes, sir;' and abide in your
own abode." This certainly is rather a free rendering
of the apostolic resolve.to be "all things to all men."
They do not join in the outward worship of the deities ;
their chief religious exercise is singing hymns to the
invisible Kabir.

The doctrines of this sect are not easily learned ; but
as far as can be seen they do not differ very much from
what is taught in the Puranas, though the way of stating
them is somewhat original. They say there is but one
God, the Creator of the world, and the pure man, the
Sadhu of the Kabirs, is His living resemblance, and
after death His associate and equal. All that is has
come from God, is a part of Him, therefore God and
man are not only the same, but they together form
everything that lives and moves. The Supreme Being
was alone for seventy-two ages. Desiring to renew the
world, the female Maya sprang forth, from whom all
errors among men have arisen. From her union with
the Supreme the three ^reat gods, Brahma, Vishnu, and
Siva, have come; and from union with them their brides,
Saraswati, Lakshmi, and Uma, were born. Life is the